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Website Evaluates Competing Carplanes
Jacksonville, Florida, USA — Summer 2012 — Would you be surprised if I told you that, by the year 2015, we could have as many as 8 manufacturers of carplanes?  How about if I told you there will probably be 4 manufacturers selling carplanes by the end of next year?  And I bet you’d really be surprised if I told you that two are available right now, one for $95,000 and another for $65,000.  Okay, the $95,000 is a dune buggy that doubles as a powered parachute and the $65,000 one is a gyrocopter kit that doubles as a motorcycle, but these are vehicles that both drive and fly so they qualify - even though they aren’t really a “car” or a “plane”.  The future vehicles will be closer to true carplanes.
In order to keep track of the rapid innovation and product development that is occurring in the field of flying cars (or roadable aircraft, or carplanes, or whatever you want to call them), a website has been established by a Florida traffic engineer, business owner, and private pilot - Jeffrey Buckholz, PhD.  The new website (www.carplanenews.com) describes the key operating characteristics of each vehicle, discusses issues of interest - such as insuring the vehicles and examining where you can take-off and land the darn things, and provides links to manufacturer websites.  The not-for-profit website is independent of any particular manufacturer and provides unbiased information to consumers.  This web site is a great “first-source” for carplane information and an excellent way to keep abreast of new developments in the field.

